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Synopsis

The Korean War is well known for its daytime battles between the American Sabrejets and
Communist MiGs over North Korea, yet few Americans have heard of the wild night skirmishes
between the U.S. Navy-Marine Skyknights and their Chinese and Soviet adversaries. Readers of
this story will soon come to realize that in that air war the foe was more often the blackness of night
than enemy airmen. The Navy night fighters - jet-powered F3Ds - chronicled here were a
detachment of Composite Squadron 4 (VC-4) known as "The Nightcappers". Lt. G. G. O’Rourke led
the small team of Skyknights on board the USS Lake Champlain in the Korean War. With no ground
attack capability, O’'Rourke’s intrepid band of frustrated night fighters found themselves unloved,
unwanted, and exiled ashore to a forward air base in South Korea. There, they lived and fought with
Marine Night Fighter Squadron 513 (VMF[N]-513) and became the U.S. Navy’s only jet night fighter
squadron to see combat in the war. This landmark contribution describes in detail the development
and training of Navy night fighters after World War Il, their deployment to Korea, and their nightly
encounters with MiGs and monsoon weather. Of particular interest are O’Rourke’s rousing
descriptions of his own encounters with enemy MiGs where it becomes clear that in his desperate

fight for survival, he learned to use the night as his ally.
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Customer Reviews

My father was in a night fighter squadron flying a jet (Vampire NF34) of the same vintage as the
F3D here. This is an amazing piece of history about a neglected part of the Korean Air War.

Learned a lot | didn’t know before.



great story ,brings back memories of the "whale "

| was disappointed in this book. The title lead me to expect that it would contain material about flying
and fighting at night over Korea. There is lots about the design of the Skynight, about training, about
fellow Navy and Marine fliers, about life on a Korean fighter base and about administrative misuse
of the new fighter. The book has tales about the PX, about latrines, and about what footware works
in the Korean mud. Some of the stories are quite funny. Unfortunately there is very little about what
it was like for the author to fly at night over Korea and only a few pages are devoted to one brief
encounter with enemy MiGs. It was not what | expected. A poor sandwich: all bread and almost no

meat.
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